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One of the products made by a partícipant of the project.
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POTTERY TRAINING 

Guatavita, Colombia 

April 1995 - February 1996 



Highly Motivated 

Partícipants 
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A briefing sessíon was held at the first 
day of the project. More than 60 
people carne, whích exceeded our ex­
pectations. 
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Particípants are keenly watchíng the 
Japanese potter do a demonstratíon of 
the potter's wheel. 
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Particípants use the wheel thís time. a 
peop/e learned to use the potter's 
wheel. 
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Everyone has become quite good at using the wheel after takíng some time to become used to it
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These coffee cups with exquisíte ínlaid work were made by one of partícípants. 
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'Himozukuri' 

Pottery-making out of 

rope-shaped clay 
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A /esson of pottery-making out of rope­
shaped e/ay, a Japanese technique 
called ªHi-mo-zu-ku-ri" . 
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Demonstration of how to make a pot­
tery using the rope e/ay (Himozukuri) 
technique. 

9. *!t1,,-:) t., t ,.:*t.:-=rffl:iit�:/Jo
l., f.: o 

Chí/dren came with their parents and 
took part in the pottery class. 
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Making a vase. Pottery-makíng out of 
rope-shaped e/ay is a basíc technique, 
and easy to /earn for beginners . 
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Particípants' artworks befare bakíng. 
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Some partícípants achíeved advanced 
ski/Is to make tantastíc pottery. 
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Mixíng powder made from local rocks. 

Glazing Technique 
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Pulverizing local rocks to test glaze. 
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Goal used in daily lite was tried as a glazíng material. 
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Making pottery of e/ay plaster by using a mofd. Thís is a simple mass production tech­
nique commonfy used local/y. These products sel/ at a low price, especial/y befare they 
leamed to use glazes, bringing little income to the local potters. 
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Pottery made by using mold. Leaming a new glazing technique made it possible far them 
to make various colors of potteries. 



Remodeling the Oven 
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The oven befare remodeling. lts chimney was too /arge 
to keep enough heat for heating the whole oven. Be­
sides, it was unstable because of weak legs. 
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The oven after remodeling which now heats the whole 
oven uniformly. lt has tour sma/1 hales near the bottom 
instead of a chimney. Legs were reinforced. 
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lnsíde the oven. We can see the newly 
made hales tor ventílation. 
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Pottery baked using the remodeled 
oven. They were ali perfectly baked 
wíthout problems. 
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Gas system was improved when the 
oven was remodeled. 



Results of the Project 
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Raw e/ay is refined with a tí/ter.
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The Japanese experts' adviced how to 
make a big shelf tor keeping pottery 
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Participants' works. Now there are a 
farge variety of designs and tech­
niques. 
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Making video on how to make pottery 
so that people can make pottery after 
Japanese experts leave . 
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A signboard showing that this project is 
supported by Japanese Ministry ot For­
eign Affairs. 
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A Certificate was given to each particí­
pant. 



Guatavita Village 
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The view of Guatavita village from a 
nearby mountain. The o/d Guatavita 
víllage is now under the huge dam con­
structed ríhgt next to the new village . 
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The village was a famous pottery pro­
ducing place in pre-civilization era. 
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The village has a population of about 
5,000. 



Farewell 
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Serenade festival was held at the day 
before the Japanese potters · departure 
from Colombia . 
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Farewe/1 picnic with the víllagers at a 
nearby hí/1. 




